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Diagnostic Test for Multiple Systems Atrophy: Research Study

What is the purpose of this study?
This is a voluntary clinical research study that uses Positron Emission Tomography (PET) scan imaging techniques to test whether novel imaging tracers can visualize the brain changes that occur in people with Multiple System Atrophy (MSA).  
Why is the study important?
There is an urgent need for earlier and more accurate diagnosis of certain neurogenerative disease such as Multiple System Atrophy (MSA). If successful, the new PET scan tracers could be used for earlier and more accurate diagnosis, as well as to test whether drugs intended to treat MSA are working. This study is funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and is conducted at the University of Pennsylvania.
Find out if you qualify.
The study is open to people between the ages of 40-85 who have been diagnosed with MSA.
What is involved?
1. [bookmark: _Hlk191545410]Screening visit (3-4 hours):  At the screening visit, the study team will determine whether you are eligible to participate. We will ask you about your medical history, current medications and conduct a physical and neurological exam. We will also take vitals, complete questionnaires, cognitive testing and end with a video recorded movement exam.
2. Imaging visit (~30 minutes): for a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI): The MRI will take about 15 minutes. At the MRI visit, we will also ask you to fill out a screening questionnaire for MRI eligibility. If you have an acceptable Brain MRI from within the past, you may not be asked to perform this step.
3. Partnering Studies (2-3 hours): After screening, you may be eligible for the discussed radiotracer studies. The PET scan studies will include confirmation of demographic information, your medical history, and current medications. We will also take vitals, ask for blood and urine samples, administer an injection of the radiotracer, and then have the scan, which takes up to two hours.
All study activities are free of charge and compensation is available to offset time and travel expenses. 
If you are interested in learning more, please contact…
[bookmark: _Hlk191543657]Christina Cadet
Clinical Research Coordinator
Parkinson’s Disease and Movement Disorders Center
University of Pennsylvania, Department of Neurology
Email: Christina.Cadet@pennmedicine.upenn.edu || Phone: 215-829-5299
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